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Drawing on data about rates of college attendance by race, income, region, parental education level, and a series of other factors, he issues some predictions about enrollments over the next decade or so.
The short version: community colleges are in trouble, and community colleges in the Northeast and To be fair, Grawe doesn't only focus on the two-year sector. He predicts that elite four-year institutions will continue to thrive, and that a few near-elites may even be able to break into the top tier. But the rest will suffer, and two-year colleges will suffer badly. I'll focus on the two-year sector, since that's my beat.
Grawe notes, to his considerable credit, that some trends that seem to portend one thing by themselves can be canceled out by related trends. For instance, much of the progress we've made in the last twenty years on reaching out to first-generation students will B32-2019 https://www.insidehighered.com/print/blogs/confessions-community-college-dean/wake-call-0 3/8 actually reduce the percentage of first-generation students in coming years, since their parents will have attended college. The racial composition of college students will continue to shift, but with more college-educated parents among populations of color, the effect on enrollment will be less dramatic than a straight-line projection from current numbers would suggest.
However, for two-year colleges, that's a mixed blessing. Grawe notes that children whose parents have degrees are far more likely to attend four-year colleges right out of high school. Moreover, the spread of the "high tuition, high aid" model tends to deter enrollment disproportionately among lowerincome families. To the extent that community colleges have been pushed in that direction by sustained underinvestment, they may be cutting off the enrollments they need.
Grawe ends the book with a general admonition to college administrators to start getting ahead of these trends, lest our colleges be steamrolled by them.
Given that just last week a third New Jersey community college revealed that it's in active The book measures college attendance, looking entirely at 18 year olds fresh out of high school.
That's an important group, to be sure, but it's not exhaustive. It leaves out older students, which is a potential growth market; "some college, no degree" is a huge group. But it also entirely leaves out dual enrollment, or students taking college classes while in high school. That's a large and growing cohort in the community college world, but it goes unmentioned in Grawe's telling. If one outcome of growing income polarization and increased parental education is that more high school grads will go directly to four-year colleges, then community colleges would be well-advised to work diligently on reaching students still in high school. And that's Still, caveats noted, Grawe is largely correct that enrollments follow populations of 18 year olds, and in most of the country, that trend is negative and soon to get very negative.
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The painfully obvious policy solution to that, of course, is to once again decouple operating funding from enrollment levels. In most places, community colleges were designed with the idea in mind that tuition would be a smallish component of the budget, support us as retirees --and I think we do --then we need to own the truth that the cost of educating them has to be shared. Historically, it was; baby boomers paid a much lower tuition level, relative to income, than succeeding generations have. We've clearly hit the limits of that shift; it's time to move back.
That would require a political change at least as dramatic as the demographic change that Grawe's work foretells. That's the really scary part. Denial is a hell of a drug, and far too many people either won't B32-2019
